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The California Department of 
Education is pleased to announce 
the publication of the 2006 

Mathematics Framework for California Public 
Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve. 
Based on the mathematics content standards 
adopted by the State Board of Education in 
1997, the framework provides guidance for 
implementing curricula, selecting instruc­
tional materials, using good instructional 
practices, helping all students meet the 
standards, understanding assessment, and 
providing staff development. 

An effective mathematics program includes 
high-quality instructional materials. The 
framework recognizes that districts need a 
variety of mathematics instructional materi­
als to meet the needs of all students and calls 
for three types of programs for students in 
kindergarten through grade eight: basic grade 
level (kindergarten through grade eight), 
intervention (grades four through seven), and 
algebra readiness (grade eight or above). 

Basic grade level programs include materials 
aligned to the grade-level standards and are 
intended for students who are at or near 
grade level. Intervention programs require 
alignment to selected standards and are 
designed for students who are below grade 
level. Algebra readiness programs target 
selected standards and develop skills and 

concepts students need before they are ready 
for Algebra I at grade eight. The framework 
continues to support the goal that all students 
be prepared to study Algebra I in eighth grade; 
however, it also reinforces the importance of 
not enrolling eighth grade students in an 
Algebra I course if they are not prepared to 
complete the course. Appendix E of the frame­
work describes in detail the content of these 
two new types of specialized instructional 
mathematics materials. 

The framework: 

• Describes the guiding principles and key 
components of an effective mathematics 
program (Chapter 1) 

• Presents the essential skills and knowledge 
expected of students in mathematics, as 
described in the Mathematics Content 
Standards for California Public Schools, 
illustrated by sample problems (Chapter 2) 

• Describes special considerations and empha­
ses for each grade level to ensure student 
success consistent with the mathematics 
standards and statewide testing program 
(Chapter 3) 

• Provides guidance, based on current re­
search, regarding instructional strategies 
and sample lessons that can be effective in 
ensuring that every child will meet or 
exceed grade-level standards in mathematics 
(Chapter 4) 

• Guides the development of appropriate 
assessment methods (Chapter 5) 

• Suggests specific strategies to ensure access 
to appropriately challenging curriculum 
for special needs students (Chapter 6) 

• Describes the responsibilities that all 
stakeholders must uphold for effective 
implementation of a rigorous and coherent 
kindergarten through grade twelve math­
ematics curriculum (Chapter 7) 

• Suggests guidelines for both preservice 
teacher preparation and in-service 
professional development (Chapter 8) 

• Provides guidance on the use of technology 
in mathematics instruction (Chapter 9) 

• Specifies the criteria for evaluating 
mathematics instructional materials 
for kindergarten through 
grade eight. 
(Chapter 10) 
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